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Send samples (just a pinch) of dry Didymo along with site coordinates to: 


Karl Hellmann, Natural Resource Biologist �Monitoring and Non-Tidal Assessment 


Resource Assessment Division�Maryland Department of Natural Resources


580 Taylor Avenue, C-2


Annapolis, MD 21401 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:KHellmann@dnr.state.md.us" �KHellmann@dnr.state.md.us� / (410) 260-2606


Samples will be forwarded to Sarah Spaulding, EPA Region 8 for identification.





Help stop the spread of this nuisance diatom!





What is didymo?  Didymosphenia geminate.  A.K.A. "rock snot"


Didymo is a diatom (a type of algae) native to cold, nutrient poor waters in North America. Underwater it looks like brown shag carpet or sheep skin.  When dried, the algae appears like tissue paper.  In recent decades, didymo has been observed spreading south into new habitats, including warmer and more nutrient rich waterways.  The current geographical range of the algae is not known, but EPA estimates that most of the United States contains suitable habitat for didymo.  Didymo is known to be present in Virginia and West Virginia.





Why is didymo bad?


Didymo is larger than other diatoms.  Benthic macroinvertebrates that consume diatoms are often unable to consume didymo because of the diatom's large size.  This results in a loss of EPT organisms, and other organisms that depend on EPT in the food chain.



































Didymo uses stalks to attach to stream bed material, smothering rocks and SAV.  Large masses can form covering 1 km or more of a stream bed, persisting for several months.  These mats cover all benthic habitat, out competing macroinvertebrates and benthic fish species.  





Didymo can cause economic damage.  The stalks from the algae can clog hydroelectric dams such as Conowingo.





Didymo can impact fishing, kayaking, and other stream recreational activities.  The long mats of algae tangle in gear.





Prevent the spread of didymo!


Check Your Gear:


Before leaving a site, remove all visible clumps of algae and sediments.  Leave them at the site!





Clean Your Gear Between Each Site:


Dip and scrub gear in a 2% Bleach solution for one full minute between sites, even near-by streams.





If you cannot use a bleach solution, use the drying method.  After gear is dry to the touch, wait 48-hours before using gear in another waterway.





Note:  These precautions help prevent the spread of didymo as well as other organisms, pathogens, and invasives, such as Whirling Disease.  Help stop the spread of these organisms before they start!





Stu Sutherland with Didymo. Fish and Game, New Zealand.  www.biosecurity.govt.nz/pests-diseases/plants/didymo/ photos.htm





Potential range of didymo in North America. (EPA didymo White Paper, January 2007)





Further Information:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/region8/water/didymosphenia/" ��www.epa.gov/region8/water/didymosphenia/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=775&fr=1&sts" ��www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=775&fr=1&sts�











